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ABSTRACT
The main purpose of this thesis is to explore teachers’ perceptions and attitudes towards using art-based methods in special education in Greece, a challenging context due to limited research. Specifically, this qualitative study aims to highlight the specialists’ views on using art-based methods as a means of enabling voices, expression and agency of children with special educational needs. Semi-structured interviews were conducted with ten participants, six teachers with different art specialties and four special educators working in special education in Greece. The interviews were based on an interview guide in which questions were open and fitted in four different categories to explore the participants’ views and experiences regarding the use of art-based methods in the context of special education. The collected data material was analyzed through inductive thematic analysis and as a result four main themes with three subthemes each emerged, as listed: 1. Art for all, 2. Exploring children’s voices through art, 3. Building agency, 4. The role of the teacher. Our study indicated that teachers perceive that art-based methods affect in a positive way all students promoting inclusion, enable children’s voices in alternative ways and build their agency through practices that promote autonomy and social interaction. Results also revealed their views regarding teacher’s role and identified insufficiencies they face in the special education system.
This study is relevant to the focus area of “Practical Strategies for Inclusive Education” while art-based methods are used as effective tools by education specialists promoting inclusive learning environments for all children as well as a means of promoting their fundamental right of expression. This study also presents the challenging situation of special education Greece and the need for further professional training and curriculum development.
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